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Friedenserziehung zum 1. Weltkrieg
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At first sight, Erich Ludendorff, a German general, strikes the reader's attention. His facial expression is strained but also determined. The aim he seems to follow is  to expand Germany step by step. This is supported by hiM saying: “With Russia out of the war, we can finally put all our troops in France!”. This means that the Germans have already expanded their country to include Russian territories,  and now Ludendorff expects all the German troops to reinforce the campaign in France to expand the German Reich there.                                         

Taking a closer look at his right hand, it seems like he is pushing back France´s border in westward direction. As Ludendorff, in this picture, stands for Germany, the nation is portrayed as very violent and not caring about  human lives. They do not care if the civilians in the areas they want to conquer even want to live under the German regime. The only thing which seems to be important to them is how big and great their country is. Ludendorff´s importance for the German army is shown in the many medals and badges he has attached to his uniform.                                                                                                                                              

Directly below Ludendorff, German soldiers are depicted. They wish to see each other again in Paris. These soldiers go to Paris by the order of Ludendorff. If you look into their faces, they do not look all too enthusiastic. But this can be related to the long times away from their families, who suffer from war too. So their comrades take in the place of their families. This is because they fight side by side, every day and under terrible conditions, given te fact that during war, human beings search for anything they might hold on to. Below the soldiers on their way off to Paris, one can see a Krupp railway gun. On a contemporary map of Europe, one can point out that the Krupp railway gun is at the place where the former German Reich was situated.  This stands for the German attack on the French before the American troops entered the war to assist the British and French in their defense.

 The left square at the bottom of the comic strip shows US American soldiers, helping out the weakened French  against the Germans. In the sky shells are depicted. These come from the German side and are can be related to the Krupp railway gun shown above the two squares. The sky is shown in grey, which reflects the sad, depressing and cold atmosphere.  In the background, some totally destroyed and burnt trees can be made out. The American soldiers are running on muddy ground. No green plants can be found in this picture. Normally plants constitute life and show that there are living organisms, but in this picture no coloured plants or even a living tree can be found. So this can be seen as death which came over this place before, meaning that soldiers already fought and died there.   

                                      

The American soldiers show an expression of focus on their aim: to push Germany back to its old borders, shown in their faces without any movement. They all have their weapons right at their hands so if they see any German soldier hiding to shot them, they can directly react and defend themselves.                                                                                                     

Right at the bottom of this picture a Frenchman is shown lying down on the ground. He may have been shot or has fallen down. Nevertheless he is screaming at the Americans “Vive le Harlem Fighters!”. This shows the bonding between them. They are from different countries, speak different languages but fight for the same aim. This is what establishes the bond between them. And as they fight side by side, the French soldier expresses his happiness and his solidarity to see them helping out the weakened French army.

Next to the picture described above, one can see another picture. The pilot Rickenbacker is portrayed in this aircraft there. The aircraft is painted in dark green and beige. On the wings are coloured circles. Rickenbacker was a famous American pilot of WW I, because he shot down 26 enemy aircraft during his 300 combat hours. So he and his combats stopped the Germans attacking France from the air, which had caused way more destruction than from the Krupp railway gun, because the bombs, which were dropped by the aircraft had much more destruction power. (Rickenbacker's legendary counterpart and opponent is Manfred von Richthofen, still referred to as The Red Baron on both sides of the frontlines.)

All summed up the Germans are depicted as violent and belligerent in opposition to the Americans, who just seem focused on their order. The French seem to never lose their spirit as the French soldier shows in the left picture at the bottom.

