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Cartoons demonstrating WWI
The cartoon with the title “Holing the kite“ was published on 19 December 1916 in the “Western Mail”. It mainly deals with the German peace offer on 12 December, which has been rejected by the Allies at the end of the Battle of Verdun.

The image is to be divided into two parts – a left and a right one. On the left one can see Wilhelm ll., the German emperor during World War I, wearing a military uniform. He is trying to fly a kite with the phrases “Germany the victor” and “Peace offer”. The thread he is holding the kite with comes from a spindle with the imprinted term “Arrogance” on it. Having a look at the facial expressions of Wilhelm II., he seems to be afraid of what may happen, and you can clearly figure out his desperation. There is a second thread connecting the kite with a large stone with the term “Threats of frightfulness”. Moreover, in the background, one identifies a French soldier watching the emperor’s acts from beyond the fence. On the other hand, on the right side of the cartoon, this French soldier destroys this kite, that he sees rising from the German area, by aiming at it with a small catapult with the inscription “French Victory”. He seems to be happy as well as confident and shoots the German kite with great enthusiasm. Furthermore, as a contrast to the left side, one sees Wilhelm II. who observes the events on the other side of the wall. Next to the brick wall separating the two sectors is a house with a sign saying “Verdun,” symbolising the place of the murderous battly between the French and the Germans.

The political cartoon can be classified as one dealing with the Battle of Verdun, that lasted from 21 February to 19 December 1916 and was one of the most important battles determining the course of the First World War. The fight between the German “Reich” and France caused more than 700.000 deaths and was won by France and its allies. During that time, the Central powers occupied most of Europe. 

Taking a closer look at the cartoon you can see that the kite is hit directly, so that the word “victor” cannot be read anymore. This is supposed to demonstrate the superiority of France facing the Germans during this time of the Battle of Verdun. It also shows thatthe end of the combat is already predicted. The French soldier’s gesture and the expression on his face gives the impression of him having a lot of fun fighting the Germans. An important contrast when analysing this cartoon is that both of the enemies observe the other’s actions, but there are differences in their way of doing so. The French does not even try to hide from the Germans, but as the German emperor only shows half of his head, he seems to be scared of what he could see and its consequences. Additionally, the intention of Wilhelm ll. behind the kite flight can be identified as an attempt to frighten his enemy. In his eyes the meaning of the words on his kite is that the Germans as victor of the battle are friendly enough to offer peace to the defeated.  

To conclude one can say that the cartoon’s caption “Holing the kite” is a metaphor for the defeat of the German troops at Verdun, which is the topic of the image. The German emperor desperately tries to convince himself and the others of his superiority while the French defeat his troops without missing any cruelty. 
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Task: 

1) Describe the cartoon and give information about its historical context. Which events is the caricature referring to? What was the situation in Europe at that time?  (Comprehension, Context)

2) Analyse the differences between the illustrations of the Germans and the French. Why are they presented that way? What does the title of the cartoon mean?  (Analysis)

3) In your opinion, do you think the cartoon illustrates the historical events at that time as they were? What do you like / dislike? Write a commentary. (Commentary)
Sources:
Cartoon: http://www.cartoonww1.org/image.htm?id=848

Further information: 

https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Schlacht_um_Verdun 

http://chroniknet.de/extra/ereignisse/dezember-1916/

