THE BATTLE OF VERDUN AND THE BATTLE OF ISONZO
[image: http://omniatlas.com/assets/img/maps/europe/europe19160920.png]











THE COMPARAISON BETWEEN THE BATTLE OF ISONZO AND THE BATLLE OF VERDUN






Samuele      Oktavija 
Sabina       Lisa 
Julia      Sabrina 
PRESENTATION…

…OF THE BATTLE OF ISONZO :
On the Italian front, war was declared on 23. 5. 1915 by Italy to Austria-Hungary and the first battle began that day. The war on Isonzo front is divided in 12 battles and the last ended on 27.10. 1917. Austria-Hungary pushed the front lines further in Italian Kingdom in the 12th battle. Italians managed to stop them by the river Piave. The front took place in the valley of the river Isonzo and Karst plateau in the high mountain range. That is the reason of a field not ideal for war. In Karst there is not a lot of water, so the soldiers had to drink their own urine. Because of the uneven field, the Isonzo front is known to be one of the hardest battles. Italians used mortars and cannons and they prepared a wave of fire, but it did not have the wanted effect. The most important fight could be considered the Battle of Gorizia, which was occupied by Italian troops in 17.8.1916.  Austria-Hungary knew the swift attack even before the WW2, but it was not perfected. Nevertheless Germans liked to use its tactic to put the enemy in a weak position. They attacked when enemies were in a most vulnerable place, like in valley. In the last battle Germany helped Austria-Hungary: together they attacked Italians with gas and really surprised them. For protection, they used gas masks. But the most common tactic in this war was shooting with guns, rifles and cannon firing from stone ditches in a 90 km long front.
In the battle of Isonzo, Italian army won while in Verdun the French succeed to resume their territories so it wasn’t a true victory . There is another difference : the role of Italy was to attack while the role of French was to defeat his State 
…OF THE BATTLE OF VERDUN : 
Verdun was attacked forcefully  by Germans on February 21st, 1916 because they wanted to take territories but they also think that if they win the battle they win the war by exhausting French.  Verdun was poorly defended because most of the artillery had been removed from the local fortifications. Germans had advanced three miles, capturing the Bois des Caures Samogneux, Beaumont, and Ornes. Poor communications meant that only then did the French command realize the seriousness of the attack. On February 25, the German captured a centerpiece of the French fortifications, Fort Douaumont.By advancing, the German troops had lost effective artillery cover. With the battlefield turned into a sea of mud through continual shelling, it was very hard to move guns forward. The advance also brought the Germans into range of French artillery on the west bank of the Meuse. The opening of the Battle of the Somme on July 1 forced the Germans to withdraw some of their artillery from Verdun to counter the combined Anglo-French offensive to the north. The French launched a counter-offensive on October 21, 1916 bombarding Fort Douaumont and re-capturing it on October 24. On November 2 the Germans lost Fort Vaux and retreated. A final French offensive beginning on December 11 drove the Germans back almost to their starting positions. At the end, French resumed territories which have lost in Ferbruary.. 
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COMPARAISON BETWEEN THE PROGRESS OF THE TWO BATTLES

1-What happened during the battles? Deduct the similarities and the differences .
-The battle of Verdun began on February 21, 1916. Germans had advanced three miles, and conquered many territories. On February 25, the German captured many Forts. By advancing, the German troops had lost effective artillery cover. The advance also brought the Germans into range of French artillery on the west bank of the Meuse. The French launched a counter-offensive on October 21, 1916 bombarding Fort Douaumont and re-capturing it on October 24. On November 2 the Germans lost Fort Vaux and retreated. At final French offensive beginning on December 11 drove the Germans back almost to their starting positions. the end, French resumed territories which have lost in Ferbruary.. 

In Italy War was declared on 23. 5. 1915 by Italy to Austria-Hungary. The Italy wanted to conquered territories like the harbor of Trieste. In the following years fighting was divided into 12 battles. The first started on 23. 6. 1915 and the last ended on 27. 10. 1917 when Italy was finally able to stop the opponents attacks.
The front took place in a high mountain range on the a part of today’s Italy and Slovenia. The most common strategy used in World War one was also used on the front. The Isonzo front is known to be one of the hardest battles. The most important fight could be considered the Battle of Gorizia, which was occupied by Italian troops in 17.8.1916.   But in the last battle, when the Germans helped Austria-Hungary, they attacked Italy with gas and really took them by surprise. 
-In the battle of Isonzo, Italian army won while in Verdun the French succeed to resume their territories so it wasn’t a true victory . 
Then the life’s conditions were worst in France because it was more wet, there was more sludge than in Italy. There were more illness in Verdun so more deaths.
2-What was the differences roles of the Allier and of the Triple-Entente in this two battles?
The role of Italy was to attack Austro-Hongrois to take the Haror of Triest while the role of French was to defend  his State of violent attacks of the Germans. To conclude roles were inverted.
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COMPARAISON BETWEEN THE CONSEQUENCES OF THE TWO BATTLES
3-What are the geographically consequences of the battles ?
The battle of Verdun has horrible geographically consequences: nine villages were destroyed, all the inhabitants had to flee so there were a lot of ruins. At the end of this war the State clamed these territories like non-recoverable, they called these territories : “The Red Zone, it was a desert like an hell. The soil is polluted by many bodies, munitions, shells, gas.  The ground is holed by the shells. The Heritage Foundation wants to transform these territories into an huge forest.
The battle of Isonzo was also a horrible battle but it lets less traces than Verdun. The soil was also polluted by the bodies, the weapons: And the ground was a little holed it isn’t visible like in Verdun.
4-What are the other consequences of the battles (losses, territories, winners, losers…)? Use your knowledges and search on the web.
-In Verdun, in both camps there were considerable losses: 300 000 deaths. For the French there were 163 000 deaths and for the German there were 143 000 deaths. This losses had a big impact for the two countries. If they didn’t die they came back disabled and crazy. There were approximately 406 000 disabled. Many weapons were used: 53 million shells were shout and just 2 million of shells shout by German in the 21 February 1916. These numbers show that Verdun was one of the most violent, cruel and inhuman battle in the world. Nonecountries win territories. The battle of Verdun began the 21 February 1916 and finished in the 19 December 1916So none countries advanced in this War, the battle was unnecessary. After this massacre Verdun’s survivors became symbol of courage and abnegation. Now it represent the worst think human could do in the World.
-In Italy, despite the huge effort and resources poured into the continuing Isonzo struggle the results were invariably disappointing and without real tactical merit, particularly given the geographical difficulties that were inherent in the campaign. Cumulative casualties of the numerous battles of the Isonzo were enormous. Half of the entire Italian war casualty total – some 300,000 of 600,000 – were suffered along the Isonzo. Austro-Hungarian losses, while by no means as numerous were nevertheless high at around 200,000 (of an overall total of around 1.2 million casualties). More than 30,000 casualties were ethnic Slovenes, majority of them being drafted in the Austro-Hungarian Army, while Slovene civil inhabitants from the Gorizia and Gradisca region also suffered in many thousands because they were resettled in refugee camps where Slovene refugees were treated as state enemies by Italians and some thousands died of malnutrition in Italian refugee camps.
 At the end, we can see there are many memorials in the two regions ( Douaumont Ossuary, Sacruary of Redipuglia ) to honor the deaths! That shows the two battles are symbol of the human horror.
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Activity : THE BATTLE OF VERDUN AND THE BATTLE OF ISONZO                                                                   COMPETENCES: Analyze                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       Deduct                                                                                                                                                                                         Interpret                                                                                                                                                                                                                   Argue
5-What are the relation of the battles ? If one of the Allier lose a battle what was the consequence for the other battle? Why ?
The two battles are really in link because if one of the two lose the battle the second one will lose too. For example, if Verdun lose all the German soldiers who were there will go at the Isonzo’s battle. And there will are the double of soldiers on the oriental frontline. And thus will make the Allier lost. We can see that they are very linked with this newspaper (as shown above) which there are the two battles just next to the other one. So there are always confronted, even if the newspapers.




6- To conclude, sum up  all the differences and the similarities in a development
There are many differences : 
- The Allier wasn’t the same function 
-The French and the Italian had not the same interest
-And the life conditions were not the same. 
Then there are also similarities : 
-The consequences are the same
-Th deaths are honor in the two regions
-The two battle are symbol of horror.
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