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I am Dörte Lenfers and I searched for material about the First World War, because I take part in the project course about WWI.First I asked my Grandmother about her experiences,but she could not remember and she destroyed the material from her father. But she had several books with material about the war.I have got one list of a shooting club from Senden with all the names of the men who died  in the  First World War. All in all there were 22 killed soldiers from that shooting club.Another source I used is also a list of dead soldiers from another shooting club. This shooting club lost 16 members and one member is still missing.During my research I also found two  field postcards. One is showing a sea-bataillon with machine guns laying behind a trench. The postcard is written by Franz Brüggen, who is from Ottmarsbocholt (a part of Senden). The other postcard  is from an unknown soldier who thanks with his postcard an organisation from Ottmarsbocholt which sent him  food and textiles. The postcard is written at 19.01.1915.The last source I used is a statistic about the hurt,killed and missing soldiers from all parts of Senden. 
Collection of Material
The collection of material related to the First World War has been a little bit hard for me because my Grandmother could not remember and there are no members of my family which lived during the war. My Grandmother was born long after the end of the First World War so she had no memories and she burned the Photos and Cards of her father so I could not take material directly from my family as a source.

 But when I looked in the bookshelf of my Grandmother I found the following material in some books.

The first source I use is a list of killed people which fought in the First World War. All of the dead men are from an association called “Schützenverein Schölling-Holtrup e.V.”. Some of the men are died directly in the first year of the war. Others died during the War or in the last year. Only one man died two years after the war ended.

Another conspicuous point is that some men have the same surname so they could be relatives. For example Bernhard (1916) and Phillip (1915) Lintel-Höping which were relatives. Their grandson and nephew is  still a member of the association and a good friend of my family.

The descendants of Bernhard Kunstleben (1915) are my neighbours in these days.

Two persons who also have the same surname are Bernhard Mussenbrock (1914) and Franz Mussenbrock (1920). Franz Mussenbrock is in this list of killed men because he must have been suffered from an illness or had been hurt so badly that he could not get healthy and died because of the long term effects of the cold war.

Franz Klane who died in 1918 has been a member of the “Schützenverein Schölling-Holtrup e-V.” and is one of the ten billion victims of the First World War.

In Senden the association “Schützenverein Schölling-Holtrup“is not the only association that has lost some of its members in the First World War.
The association “Schützengesellschaft Gettrup-Dorfbauerschaft“ also lost members and one member is still missed. 
Willi Jeising is missing since 1916 now and there is no source where his body is now or if his body was found anywhere in Europe.

Most of the killed men of these association are killed 1918 while just two are killed in the first year of the war. These two where Josef Kentrup and Heinrich Jägersmann. Here are also several persons with the same surname. For example Otto (1918), Eduard (1918) and Matthias (1916) Palz which are the brothers and the family owned a distillery in Senden. This house does still exist in these days but the distillery is closed. Heinrich Jägersmann (1914) and Adolf Jägersmann (1918) are also relatives.

August Steinkamp who died 1918 is from Senden too and has still family in Senden.

The association “Schützenverein Schölling-Holtrup e.V. “lost 22 of its members in the First World War while the “Schützengesellschaft Gettrup-Dorfbauerschaft” lost 15 members and is till missing one. But you can say that the missing Willi Jeising is dead now but the corpse is not found and brought home until today.

Another source is a field postcard written in 1914/15 by Franz Brüggen which is from Ottmarsbocholt a part of Senden.

On the postcard you can see soldiers laying on the battlefield with rifles in their hands. The postcard is written that the soldiers are members of a sea battalion and the machine gun department of this bataillon. 

The soldiers are behind a trench and waiting for their opponents.

The people in Senden believed that the war will be over Christmas 1914 and most people realized that the war would be much more expensive then they thought it would be. When the war begun, most people were excited but the longer the war was the more melancholic the people in Senden were.

The First World War has been much more expensive then they thought in Senden it would be and they had to change their cold coins into money so that they could use the gold coins to buy things for the war.

Only Ottmarsbocholt paid 10 000 Reichsmark in 1915 which was a quarter of the annual budget for the army in this year.

From all parts of Senden men take part in the war so in Ottmarsbocholt an organisation for the support of the soldiers which were in the war. This organisation sends packages with food and textiles to the soldiers especially at Christmas time.

The soldiers which received a package send a postcard back in which they thanked for the present and told the organisation the things that happened in the war to them. They also emphasize specifically how much they hoped that the war would end soon. But the longer the war was the harder the supply of the soldiers get. 

A field postcard that is from a soldier that writes to the organisation that sends the soldiers the food and textiles. The postcard is from the 19.01.1915 so it is from the time when the supply of the soldiers was still easy.

Senden,Ottmarsbocholt and Venne (another part of Senden) all lost men in the war. From Senden 450 men participate in the war, from Ottmarsbocholt 329 men and from Venne 37 men. That was 21.5% of the whole population of Senden, 20% of the population of Ottmarsbocholt and 22.5% of the population in Venne.

82 men of the 450 soldiers from Senden were killed during the war which makes 18.2% of all soldiers who took part in the war which come from Senden. Ottmarsbocholt lost 47 of its 429 soldiers which are 14.3% of the soldiers from Ottmarsbocholt. Venne lost 43.3% of the soldiers which are 16 killed men.

Just nine men from Senden are missing which are just 2% of all soldiers from Senden. 

But hundred men from Senden have been wounded which are 22.2%. From the soldiers from Ottmarsbocholt 100 are wounded which make up 24.3% of all soldiers. The soldiers from Venne had nine wounded man which are 24.3% too.

All in all from the 450 soldiers Senden had sent to the war 256 came home healthy, 202 soldiers of the 329 survived the war and from Venne only 12 of 37 survived the war and are not wounded.
